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For accommodations; materials in accessible formats; foreign language interpreters; and/or materials in a language other than  
English, please contact the Tucson Police Department Public Information Office at (520) 791-4852 or (520) 791-2639 for TDD at  
least five (5) business days in advance. Para arreglos; materiales en formatos accesibles; interpretes de idioma extranjero; y/o 
materiales en otro idioma que no sea inglés, por favor comunicarse al Departamento de la Policía de Tucson a la sección de 
Información Pública al (520) 791-4852 o (520) 791-2639 para TDD por lo menos con cinco (5) días hábiles de anticipació. 

 

             Ready to Protect, 

         Proud to Serve 

 

Contact: Pete Dugan Date:  04/23/2016 

Sergeant / Public Information Office TDD: 791-2639 

520-791-4852 

On-call PIO:  tpdpio@tucsonaz.gov   

http://cms3.tucsonaz.gov/police 

  

FATAL VEHICLE COLLISION 

EAST SPEEDWAY BOULEVARD AND EAST ESPERANZA DRIVE 

 
On April 23, 2016, at approximately 3:30 a.m., officers from Operations Division East responded to East Speedway 

Boulevard and East Esperanza Drive for a single vehicle collision. Upon arrival, officers located a white Ford pickup 

truck with a single occupant inside. Witnesses on scene were rendering first-aid. Tucson Fire responded and transported 

the driver to Banner University Medical Center with life threatening injuries.  

 

Detectives from the Tucson Police Department’s Traffic Investigations Unit responded to continue the investigation. They 

were able to determine that the 1999 Ford pickup truck was traveling eastbound on East Speedway Boulevard. As the 

truck was passing East Esperanza Drive, it struck the raised median and collided with several Palo Verde Trees. The 

collision caused the truck to roll over.  

 

Just before 7:00 p.m. this evening, the driver of the truck succumbed to his injuries and was pronounced deceased at the 

hospital. The victim has been identified as 16-year-old Austin Butler. Next of kin have been notified. 

 

Speed appears to be a factor in the collision. Detectives are still determining if impairments were also a factor. 

 

 

Fatalities Year-To-Date: 

 

For 2015 -  16           For 2016 - 13 
Pedestrian – 4                     Pedestrian - 2 
Bicycle - 1                    Bicycle - 0 
Motorcycle - 3                   Motorcycle - 3 
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